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Dedication Speech for Robert L. Melson Lane 

Given by Susan Melson Pacinelli on October 2, 2011 

I am so excited to be back in the State of Delaware for the dedication of the Robert L. Melson Lane. No 

one is more deserving of this honor than my father and he would be extremely humbled by this gesture! 

Bob Melson was a born and raised Delawarean—a fact that he was most proud of. He was born in 

Wilmington, graduated from Conrad High School and attended the University of Delaware. His studies 

were interrupted by the onset of World War II. My father served in the United States Army as a Captain 

in a field artillery unit. He returned from the war and finished his degree at the University of Delaware in 

civil engineering. It was here that he also met my mother, in the University Library where she was 

working. After several years of being the Civic Association President, P.T.A. President, Delaware 

Mineralogical President etc., my father decided to start working on his dream of establishing a Natural 

History Museum for the State of Delaware. 

When the one-room school house on Iron Hill was rumored to be available, my father quickly contacted 

the Newark Special School District to negotiate turning the school into a museum. After the deal was 

finalized, endless hours were spent painting, mowing grass, trimming trees, renovating the inside, and 

finally building displays and cabinets. All of this was accomplished with volunteer labor wherever he 

could convince people to pitch in and help. One of my high school friends painted the bird mural, my 

cousin Bill Mills helped move the petrified log from Smyrna, and my college sorority built the first Indian 

hut. Collections were donated by friends and family. The A.I. DuPont mineral collections were also 

obtained. 

My mother and father spent countless hours making my father’s dream come true. Dad had always loved 

the Iron Hill area for its rich history, geology, and natural beauty. The thought of preserving all of this 

only added to his dream. After many years of struggling to make ends meet at the museum, the Delaware 

Academy of Science was asked to take on this project to ensure the museum’s continuation. Shortly after 

this time, my mother felt that the doors should be open to school groups to help instill a love of natural 

history in children. My mom enlisted her lady friends to help teach and no one could have guessed how 

fulfilling this assignment became to these volunteers as they watched the children listen intently to lessons 

about rocks, minerals, and the Indians. When the children stood in the room filled with ordinary looking 

rocks and the lights were turned off and black lights were turned on, the excited ―oohs‖ and ―ahs‖ at the 

transformation of the fluorescent minerals always delighted the volunteers as well as the children, 

My father never sought any glory for his endeavors. He was always very committed in giving something 

back to the community and state that he loved so much. Thousands of visitors and children have had the 

opportunity to be exposed to the natural history of Delaware and the beauty of the Iron Hill area. 

I would especially like to thank all who have helped make this dedication a reality. Thank you very much 

to the following people: 

Paul Clark, New Castle County Executive 

Lisa Diller, New Castle County 5th District Councilwoman 

Renee Bensley, Aide to Councilwoman Diller 

Whit Knopf and the Friends of Iron Hill Park 

Michael James, President of the Delaware Academy of Science 

Maureen Zieber, Interim Managing Director of the Iron Hill Museum 

I would also like to thank my family and friends, especially my uncle Howard Melson, a World War II 

veteran who parachuted behind enemy lines and is the recipient of the Purple Heart Medal. Howard 

Melson was also my father’s youngest brother and best friend. 

Thank you all very much and my father would be very humbled by this dedication. I wish everyone 

involved in the Iron Hill Museum continued success! 
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DAS MEMBERSHIPS 

The Delaware Academy of Science has memberships/affiliations with a number of organizations that promote science education 

and museum development. Currently these partnerships include: 

American Association for Advancement of Science (AAAS), National Association of Academies of Science (NAAS), Delaware 

Association of Non-Profit Associations (DANA), American Association of Museums (AAM), American Association for State and 

Local History (AASLH), Delaware Museum Association (DMA), Delaware Nature Society, Mid-Atlantic Association of Museums 

(MAAM), Tri-State Coalition for Historic Places and Association of ScienceðTechnology Centers (ASTC).  

Executive Council–2012   
 

President Michael A. James 

Treasurer           John W. Slack, Sr. 

Secretary Rebecca L. Klug 

Directors: Andrew J. Goudy, Ph.D. 

  Hon. Angela T. Jones, Esq.   

  Ronald E. Walker  

  Freeman Williams 

Past President      James P. Neal, P.E.  

AAAS Representative     Wallace H. McCurdy, Jr., Ph.D.   

Transaction/Publicity Committee     Linda M. Scholes   

Museum/History Committees     Raynor A. Johnson   

CHIPP Representative     Edward H. Wirth  

Program Committee Chair     Wallace H. McCurdy, Jr.,Ph.D. 

ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððï 

Interim Managing Director     Maureen R. Zieber  

_________________________________________________________ 

 

New Learning Center Project:  

New Building Committee Cochairs 

 John Mayer 

 Raynor A. Johnson 

 Edward H. Wirth 

Restoration Committee Chair Hon. Angela T. Jones, Esq. 
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Iron Hill Museum Porch Gets a Face-Lift 
The Restoration Committee, along with the Museum 

Committee, are pleased to announce the restorative repair 

to the front porch of the Iron Hill Museum. The need to 

repair and restore the porch became apparent after the 

rains of hurricane Irene threatened the structural integrity 

of the porch. Not only did we restore the porch, but we 

included handicap railings. If you visit, you might notice it 

is now a different color than the rest of the trim of the 

building. While the work was being completed, it was 

necessary to strip the paint. Once the paint was stripped 

away to the first layer, we had the contractor that 

worked on the porch project match the paint to the original 

color. The contractor proceeded to paint the entire 

entryway to the original color of the porch. So please, 

come visit us and see how great it looks! 

Super Science Saturdays 

Held every 2nd Saturday of the month. Tours are at 

10:30 AM, 12:30 PM, and 2:30 PM. Come out and learn 

something new every month about the natural world 

around you. Adults and Children 4 and up: $2.00 

January 14, 2012 - Recycling Matters! 

February 11, 2012 - All About Owls 

March 10, 2012 - Plants Are All Around Us 

April 14, 2012 - Insects Are Amazing! 

May 12, 2012 - Archaeology Discovery 

June 9, 2012 - One Room School House #112C 



3  

                       PAGE 3 VOLUME 17 ISSUE 32 

Boy Scout Merit Badge Center at Iron 

Hill Museum 

Open to all scouts seeking to earn merit badges 

on the following topics: 

2012 Tentative Schedule 

January 7, 2012 - Indian Lore 

February 4, 2012 - Mammal Study 

March 3, 2012 - American Heritage 

April 7, 2012 - Birding 

May 5, 2012 - Archaeology 

June 2, 2012 - Insect Study 

Program includes an overview of the natural history of Iron Hill, 

followed by discussions and activities related to the specific merit 

badge. Programs are held both inside the museum and outside on 

the nature trail, and are conducted by a registered Boy Scout 

merit badge counselor. Please note that due to class size, badge 

requirements, and other factors, some merit badges may require 

additional sessions to complete. 

Cost $5.00 per participant. 

Reservations required by the Thursday prior to the program as 

seating is limited. Payment can be made on the day of the 

program. 

For more information call Maureen Zieber, museum director, at 

302-368-5703.  

To register, email us at director@ironhill-museum.org. 

The Scout Merit Badge Center at Iron 

Hill is sponsored by the Newark Morning 

Rotary 

Service Above Self 

Story Time At Iron Hill Museum 

A special Saturday just for preschoolers and 

Kindergarteners! Held every 3rd Saturday of the month,  

each day is a new chance to hear a new story 

and make a fun activity.  

Programs are held from: 

12 PM–1 PM & 1 PM–2 PM 

Pre-registration is required! 

Admission to the program is $4.00 for kids (ages 2 and 

younger free), $1 for parents and those not participating in 

activities. 

Check back for more dates! 

For more Information: 

Iron Hill Museum 

1355 Old Baltimore Pike 

Newark, De 19702 

302-368-5703 

director@ironhill-museum.org 

www.ironhill-museum.org 

January 
21 

Berenstainsõ A Book Egg Carton Ants 

February 
18 

The Legend of the Indian 
Paintbrush 

Make Dreamcatchers 

March 17 Unbeatable Beaks Bird Feeder 

April 21 Teddy Bear Farmer Decorate a Flower 
Pot 
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CHIPP (Chestnut Hill Iron Pit Preservation) was organized 

20 years ago to protect the historic (1875-1910) iron mine on 

Chestnut Hill from development. Mining had moved here 

from Iron Hill after the ore deposits in the latter location ran 

out. Few mining artifacts remain on Iron Hill, which was 

mined from about 1603 to 1870, but many ore-processing 

foundations (from the post Civil War era) survived on 

Chestnut Hill. 

Eventually, CHIPP was successful in saving an 8.6 acre tract 

from development in Academy Hills, which was donated to 

the Delaware Academy of Science by the Magness 

Corporation in 2003. Included were a new split-rail fence 

around nearly all of the property, an endowment for fence 

maintenance, and two bridges over a wet area. The preserve 

is accessible from two entrances in Academy Hill (off 

University Drive & Miner Lane). CHIPP then became a 

Committee of the Academy. 

CHIPP members subsequently set up six trails, and 

supervised Scouts and Mormon Church youth who erected 

two map signs with keys to points of interest, wood markers 

on the sites, iron mining history signs here and on Iron Hill 

(courtesy of the Pencader Heritage Association), and a wood 

sign identifying the Delaware Academy of Science as the 

owner. CHIPP also produced a brochure with a color map of 

the four mines on Iron Hill, and a history of mining. 

CHIPP held its Annual Meeting on Nov. 19th at the museum. 

Recent activities reported include:1) discussions with UD (Dr. 

DeCunzo) about a possible archaeological study of the 

Chestnut Hill Iron Mine Preserve, 2) maintenance at this 

preserve, including replacement of 13 vertical ―rungs‖ of 

railings of the two bridges over the swamp at Miner’s Lane 

entrance knocked out by vandals, 3) replacement of vertical 

site marker posts removed by vandals (anti-theft ―anchors‖ 

were added as a test), 4) periodic clearing of trails of fallen 

limbs, 5) removal of a large dead tree which had fallen across 

the Orange trail (one of six trails), and 6) invitations to this 

meeting were sent to 30 Academy Hill residents 2 weeks 

earlier. 

If you want to learn more about the Preserve or would like to 

volunteer to help with maintenance, call Bill Day at 368-5792. 

Interesting and educational exhibits of mineral, lapidary, and fossil 
specimens 

Displays from the Iron Hill Museum and the University of Delaware 
Mineralogical Museum 

Larger facilities with an expanded list of outstanding dealers of 
minerals, fossils, gems, jewelry, and lapidary supplies. 

Hourly door prizes and large specimen raffle.  

Demonstrations include Lapidary, Faceting, Beading, Chain-mail, 
Wax-carving, Scrimshaw, Cabbing, Wirewrapping, Wirewrapping 
Rings, Pearl Stringing, Bead Crocheting, and Gem Tree Making! 

Childrenôs booth where youngsters of all ages can purchase inex-
pensive minerals, fossils, and grab bags. 

Campus cafeteria has vending machines open most of the day for 
light snacks. Over 10 restaurants within one mile. 

Local Girl Scouts will offer cookies and bottled beverages for sale. 

 

Show Dates:     Saturday, March 3, 2012 , 10 AM - 6 PM 
Sunday, March 4, 2012 , 11 AM - 5 PM 

   

Show Loca-

tion:    

 Delaware Technical & Community College 
400 Stanton-Christiana Road 
Newark, Delaware 19713 

   

Admission:  

  

 Adults $6.00 ($1.00 off with printed coupon) 
Seniors $5.00 
Juniors (12-16) $4.00 
Children under 12 FREE with adult 
Scouts in Uniform FREE 

Tickets are available at the door. 
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To be eligible to receive the PRESIDENTõS VOLUNTEER  SERVICE  AWARD, 
Applicantsõ service hours must be confirmed by a registered Certifying Organization. 
  

There are three levels of the AWARD varying by hours of service completed within a 12-month period: 

Kids - 14 and younger  

Bronze Award        50 - 74 hours 

Silver Award      75 - 99 hours 

Gold Award      100 or more hours 

Adults - Ages 26 and up  

Bronze Award     100 - 249 hours 

Silver Award     250 - 499 hours 

Gold Award     500 or more hours 

Young Adults - Ages 15 - 25 

Bronze Award       100-174 hours 

Silver Award     175 - 249 hours 

Gold Award     250 or more hours 

Families and Groups (two or more people)* 

Bronze Award    200 - 499 hours 

Silver Award    500 - 999 hours 

Gold Award    1,000 or more hours 
*Each member contributing at least 25 hours towards the total 

PRESIDENT’S CALL TO SERVICE AWARD 

Individuals who have completed 4,000 or more volunteer service hours over the course of their lifetime 

are eligible to receive the PRESIDENT’S CALL TO SERVICE AWARD. 

PRESIDENT’S VOLUNTEER SERVICE AWARD 

The Iron Hill Museum is pleased to announce our participation in the PRESIDENT’S VOLUNTEER SERVICE AWARD program as a 

Certifying Organization.  

This new AWARD is a Presidential honor that recognizes the valuable contributions of volunteers nationwide who are answering 

President George W. Bush’s call to serve others through their current volunteer activities or lifetime service. As a Certifying 

Organization, we will identify eligible recipients, verify their service hours, and distribute the AWARD to outstanding volunteers.  

Today, we invite you to apply for this AWARD, if you meet the eligibility requirements outlined in the table below.  

For those volunteers who haven’t accumulated enough hours of service to be eligible for the AWARD, I encourage you to contact us 

at (302) 368-5703 to sign up for additional volunteer projects available through our organization. We have ongoing service projects 

and you can participate in these service projects by yourself, with family members, neighbors, or colleagues from work.  

In addition, eligible volunteer service hours are not limited to those performed on behalf of The Iron Hill Museum. In fact, service 

hours can be accumulated through work on a variety of projects throughout the year. The only requirement is that the hours be 

completed within 12 months; recipients can qualify for a new AWARD each year. Iron Hill Museum plans on honoring President 

Volunteer Service Volunteers in August of each year. 

BECOME A DELAWARE ACADEMY OF 

SCIENCE VOLUNTEER! 
  

Since 1968, the landmark Iron Hill 

Museum has provided the region 

with a truly unique educational 

resource for all ages. As a nonprofit 

organization, the success of the 

Delaware Academy of Science, Inc. and of the Iron Hill Museum 

is highly dependant upon talented and dedicated volunteers. Event 

organizers, nature trail maintenance, museum greeters, presenters, 

and helpers of all kinds are wanted throughout the year. Weekday 

and weekend museum staffing positions are often available.  

Whether you are an outgoing person who wishes to spend more 

quality time making a measurable difference in your community, 

or you are a student or scout wishing to fulfill a community 

service requirement, we have a need for you—all ages and 

abilities welcomed.  

Would you like to learn more about volunteer opportunities at the 

Iron Hill Museum or for the Delaware Academy of Science?  

Contact us at volunteer@ironhill-museum.org for more 

information. 

Friends of Iron Hill Park  

After serving as a site for mining iron, the 335 acres that 

now encompass the Iron Hill Park grew into a beautiful 

natural and wooded area. The Friends of Iron Hill Park 

were established in March of 2008 and are comprised of 

neighborhood residents who share a passion for the park 

and are willing to volunteer their time to work in 

partnership with New Castle County to advance positive 

family activities within the park. We are committed to 

encouraging local participation in park activities by 

promoting projects, programs, and educational 

opportunities geared toward meeting the growing 

demand for outdoor recreation and natural resource 

protection, while at the same time maintaining Iron Hill 

Park as a scenic natural area. 

We are always looking for new members. If you are 

considering membership please join us at our regular 

meeting on the 4th Monday of each month at the Iron 

Hill Museum @ 7:00 PM. Call (302) 738-5529 for 

details. 
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Membership Affiliation (Optional): 

⁪ If desired, 80% of your membership fee will be directed exclusively toward Chestnut Hill Iron Pit Preservation 

 

Additional Contribution (Optional ï Select All That Apply): 

The Academy has established several funds and endowments to support the many areas of current and future Academy development 

and growth. Your tax-deductible contribution to these areas will enable the Academy to continue forward in these endeavors. 

⁪ New Learning Center - $ _______   ⁪ School House Restoration - $ _______   

Areas of Interest (Optional ï Select All That Apply): 

The Academy has occasional need for volunteers to assist in specific areas of activities. Please indicate below if you would be inter-

ested in helping the Academy in any of these areas: 

⁪ Newsletter  ⁪ Festivals  ⁪ Museum care  ⁪Education programs  ⁪Forums  ⁪Museum staff  ⁪Other ___________ 

 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _____________________________ Email Address:__________________________________________________ 

 

The Delaware Academy of Science, Inc. is a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) organization. All contributions are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

2012 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Mail with payment to: Delaware Academy of Science, Inc., 1355 Old Baltimore Pike, Newark, DE, 19702 

Basic Member Benefits (Memberships are valid for one year from purchase): 

 

 An Iron Hill Museum Identification Card 

 Discount admission to special Academy events 

 Free admission to the Iron Hill Museum, and privi-

leges to hundreds of participating ASTC ―Travel 

Passport Program‖ and AASLH ―Members Get in 

Free‖ museums and exhibits elsewhere (see website 

for more information) 

 

 

 A 10% discount in the Iron Hill Museum Store 

 Academy newsletters and mailings 

 

 Discounts and/or advance sign-up for camps and 

 Invitations to Members Only events 

 Special offers and promotions 

 

 Membership Categories (Select One): 

Basic member benefits for lifetime for an individual. 

     Lifetime membership proceeds are added to an Academy endowment managed                             

by the Delaware Community Foundation 

$500 

  

 

LIFETIME 

$100  

PATRON 

  Basic member benefits for one year plus: 

     Free admission, including guest (1), to special Academy events 

$40  

FAMILY 

$30 Basic member benefits for one year plus: 

     Access for grandparents (2), and children (4, under 18 yrs.) 

GRANDFAMILY 

 Basic member benefits for one year plus: 

  Access for parents or caregivers (2), and children (4, under 18 yrs.) from one 

household      

$20   Basic member benefits for one year for an individual INDIVIDUAL 
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